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Why Mock Trial? 
By Martin I. Edwards, Director Pre-Law Program 
 
Law schools seek those individuals who have received a broad-based edu-
cation and have taken an assortment of courses that contribute to develop-
ing exceptional oral and written skills.  According to the Association of 
American Law Schools, the quality of undergraduate education for the le-
gal profession is grounded in three basic skills and insights:  

 
Comprehension and expression in words, 
Critical understanding of the human institutions and values with 
which the law deals, and 
The creative power of thinking 

 
In 1989, the American Bar Association Task Force on Law Schools and the Profession (“Task Force”) was 
charged with the determination of what skills, what attitudes, what character traits, and what qualities of mind 
were required of lawyers to preserve the legal profession as a client-serving, problem-solving public calling. 
 
The Task Force chairman was the 1987-88 President of the American Bar Association, Robert MacCrate.  The 
Task Force spent three years researching and finalizing their report (“MacCrate Report”) and concluded that 
there were ten generic skills which were fundamental to competent performance by any lawyer.  Those skills 
were: 

 

Problem solving 
Legal analysis and reasoning 
Legal research 
Factual investigation  
Oral and written communication  
Counseling 
Negotiation 
Understanding of the procedures of litigation and alternative dispute resolution 
Organizing and managing legal work 
Recognizing and resolving ethical dilemmas 

 
In a March 1995 address at Wake Forest University School of Law, MacCrate stated: “Implicitly, the enumera-
tion of skills invites the question of when, by whom, and in what manner a full range of skills instruction can 
best be provided to aspiring lawyers.” MacCrate went on to note that the Task Force had concluded that:  

 
[T]he skills and values of competent and responsible lawyers are developed along a continuum 
that neither begins nor ends in law school.  Rather, the development starts before law school, 
reaches its most formative and intensive state during the law school years, and continues 

throughout the lawyer’s professional life. 
 

Moot Court (Mock Trial) as an academic discipline is a matter of increased interest 
in law schools, at the undergraduate level, and in high schools.  Moot Court classes 
have proliferated at an accelerated rate in recent years, finding increased favor with 
faculty and students as an academically viable means of teaching clinical skills. 

 
 

 
(Continued on page 7) 

Above: Martin Edwards in his office, 
Building 51, Room 2117 

A few of the members in Mr. Edwards first Mock Trial Class.  
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Coming up...Coming up...  

Pre-Law Luncheon 
 

The fall 2009 on-campus luncheon was a great success.  The event was well attended and held in the new Stu-
dent Union Ballroom.  Our guest speakers were Adam Rowley, who presented on the Mock Trial Organiza-
tion; Kristen Schanze, who presented on the Pre Law Student Society; and Loren Ellis, who presented on in-
ternships with COJ General Counsel’s Office. Thank you guest speakers.  Valarie Robinson and Dee Dee Wy-
ckoff from Career Services both attended.  After the luncheon Valarie, Dee Dee, and others were entertained 
by Prof. Beth  Bailey’s reminisces of her practice of law in Alabama and about being paid with a shipping 
crate of green peppers. 

LastLast  SemesterSemester......  

 

Pre-Law Day 
 

The Pre-Law Program and Career Services hosted the Annual Pre-Law Day 
event on Thursday, October 22, 2009. Our renown guest speak was Henry 
Coxe, Esquire, a local attorney, and past president of the Florida Bar Associa-
tion.  Mr. Coxe is a Board Certified Criminal Trial attorney, who practices in 
Federal and State courts.  Mr. Coxe handles all types of criminal defense work, 
from white collar and corporate defense to traditional criminal matters.   
 

The event was well attended and Mr. Coxe gave an excellent motivational 
speech on the importance of the role of attorneys in maintaining individual 
rights in the United States.  
 

Also, numerous law school representatives were on hand to speak with students 
about what each of their respective schools had to offer students. This is an an-
nual event, so if you missed this years’ Pre-Law Day, plan to attend fall of 
2010. 
 
Pre-Law Forum V 
 
The Pre-Law Program and Career Services hosted the Annual Pre-Law Forum on Thursday February 4, 
2010.  This was the fifth Pre-Law Forum and featured Stetson University School of Law’s Laura Zuppo and 
UNF graduate and 1L Brooke Geiger.  Ms. Zuppo is the Executive Director of Admission and Financial Aid at 
Stetson.  She spoke on what law school admission officers look for in law school candidates, the admission 
process, and financing a law school education.  The event was well attended.   

Pre-Law Endowed Scholarship 
 

It’s time to award the Annual Pre-Law Endowed Scholarship.  Applications  for the scholarship can be picked 
up in the Pre-Law Program offices.  This is a $1500 scholarship and the application deadline is March 25, 
2010. To qualify for the scholarship you must be currently enrolled full-time as an undergraduate at UNF and 
must have been  a member of the Pre-Law Program for two consecutive semesters prior to applying. You must 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher, and must maintain a 3.25 or higher GPA while receiving the schol-
arship.  A committee will evaluate the applications and the finalists will present a 3-minute speech before the 
Pre-Law Board of Advisors during the April 7, 2010 Board Luncheon.   

Pre-Law Program Director, Mar-
tin Edwards with Keynote speaker 
Henry M. Coxe, III at Pre-Law 
Day, October 22, 2009. 
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Pre-Law Forum V 
Stetson University 

School of Law 

Standing in Blue is Laura Zuppo , Executive Director of Admissions and Financial Aid, from Stetson University School of Law. She 
informs students on the law school application process and financial aid.   

Standing in Green is Brooke Geiger, 2009 UNF Graduate, now a 1L at Stetson.  

 

Students meet with Ms. Zuppo and Brooke Geiger for lunch prior to the Law Forum.  Several Members of the Mock Trial Organiza-
tion and Pre Law Student Society were present.  Also present were Valarie Robinson of Career Services and Mr. Edwards.  The Pre 

Law Forum is a great source of information, schools such as FSU and Florida Coastal School of Law have participated . 
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The place to see & be seen. 
 

2010 UNF Mock Trial Competition Team Fundraiser Dinner January 22, 2010 
 

Case:  
 

State of Midlands vs. Jackie Owens 
 

This year’s case involves the murder of an entertainment industry giant.  The accused: his best friend and business partner. 

Witnesses: Larry Robinson, Bryan 
Rincon, Ryan Daniello,  

Drew Wolter, and Shefa Saulat 

Timer: Thomas Treece sitting at 
the Judge’s table with Mr. Ed-

wards (Judge) and  
Witness: Josh freedman 

Silver Team Attorneys seated at the 
table are: Adam Rowley, Sarah Dier-

lein, and Maria Bastos. Witness, Larry 
Robinson, waits to be called to testify. 

Mr. Edwards (Judge) 
listens as Maria Bastos 

addresses the  
audience.  

Attorney Curt Bender gives the 
opening statement for the  

prosecution. 

 
This year UNF 

has two competi-
tion teams: 

 
Silver Team: 

 
Adam Rowley 
Maria Bastos 
Umar Saulat 

Sarah Dierlien 
Josh Freedman 

Robert Kidd 
Larry Robinson 

 
Blue Team: 

 
Shefa Saulat 

Patrick Arnold 
Kristen Schanze 
Thomas Treece 

Curt Bender 
Ryan Daniello 

Alexis Ray 
Drew Wolter 

Bryan Rincon 
 

Instructor-coach: 
Jeremy Kespohl 

Josh Freedman in the 
role of Jackie Owens, 
Defendant in the case, 
testifies that he and the 

deceased were best 
friends and business part-

ners.   

Mr. Edwards listens to 
the direct examination of 

witness. 
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During the summer semester of 1995, as part of its new Pre-Law Program, the University of North Florida 
first offered Moot Court, as a three-credit hour academic course.  The purpose of Moot Court, as taught at the 
University of North Florida, is to introduce the undergraduate student to many of the generic skills fundamen-
tal to competent performance by any lawyer pursuant to the MacCrate Report. 

Why Mock Trial? 
(Continued from page 3) 
 

 
 
 

May it please the Court? 
 
By Jeremy Kespohl, Esq. 
 
 
 
I had the great pleasure of being involved with UNF Mock Trial as a student from 1995-
2001 as well as currently serving as the Mock Trial Coach. I started out as a freshman in 
professor Edwards’ Mock Trial class. Professor Edwards' class featured numerous speak-
ers from the legal community who taught us the basics of making opening statement, cross 
examination, closing arguments, and the basics of trial practice. Additionally we were given hands on experi-
ence in performing the basic skills required of an attorney culminating in performing a mock trial at the end of 
the course. The class provides an excellent primer on what it takes to make a trial attorney, and I still, to this 
day, rely on the lessons and resources I obtained in Professor Edwards’ class. 
 
Following taking Professor Edwards’ class, I was a member of the founding Mock Trial Team. The Mock 
Trial team consists of 7-15 students who participate in intercollegiate Mock Trial Tournaments. The team is 
assigned a case, which rotates from year to year between a civil or a criminal action. Students are assigned 
roles as either attorneys or witnesses and put the case on against another University with one school acting as 
the Plaintiff or Prosecution and the other side representing the defense. While I was a member of the Mock 
Trial team we won numerous awards including qualifying for four National Competitions.  Our team was 
named best new team in the country in 1996. Additionally, UNF won numerous professionalism awards. The 
experience at Mock Trial Competition is as close as one comes to actually trying a real case, without being an 
attorney. 
 
In my experience, participation in Mock Trial Tournaments and in the mock trial class put students far ahead 
of their peers not only in law school but also once they begin practicing law. In law school I started with a ba-
sic understanding of Civil Procedure, the Rules of Evidence, and case analysis. Once I graduated I was already 
comfortable in a courtroom setting and had learned many practical lessons, which law school simply does not 
teach. While law school does teach legal theory most graduate get little hands on experience and graduate 
without any real idea of how to try a case or how to operate in a courtroom. UNF’s Mock Trial Program far 
exceeds programs at other universities or even similar programs at some law schools. I would highly recom-
mend both Professor Edwards’ Mock Trial Course and joining the Mock Trial Team to anyone considering a 
career as an attorney. 
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Batman: guilty or not? 
UNF Program mixes fun, law 
 
Reprint of article by Sean McManus, Staff Writer, Financial News & Daily Record (2002). 
(While somewhat outdated, this article gives a good overview of the Mock Trial Class) 
 
 
When you defy other people’s expectations your first year out 
of the gate, sometimes it can be difficult to meet your own.  
Not so inside the Pre-Laws Program at the University of North 
Florida. 
 
Since making it all the way to the national mock trial competi-
tion in 1996, the program is increasingly a launching pad for 
the law schools at Yale University and Washington and Lee, 
and winning awards for bravado in the arena of mock trial. 
 
According to the program’s director, Marty Edwards, who was 
recruited to UNF From private practice in 1990 to start the pro-
gram, local attorneys, judges and academics continue to swell his three-hour classes with cutting-edge legal 
theory and money from local firms will contribute to their first ever Pre-Law scholarship next year. 
 
“And we’re beginning to serve as a model for other universities,” said Edwards, whose office is filled with pic-
tures, awards and plaques in tribute to their success. “We’ve got an unusual program here and people like how 
we’re approaching it.” 
 
Edwards has been teaching at UNF since the school was founded in 1972.  Then, at his prodding, the depart-
ments of Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice combined to begin a curriculum to prepare under-
graduates for law school. 
 
But what is most unique about the program is Edwards’ Mock Trial Class.  Offered in summer and garnering 
support from some of Jacksonville’s heaviest hitters, the class accomplishes something Edwards says no other 
undergraduate class can. 
 
“This will tell you whether you want to be a lawyer or not,” Edwards said. “If you love building arguments 
and performing in class, then there’s a good chance the law is right for you.  If not, then don’t go to law 
school.” 
 
Like with any original idea inaugurated inside the buddle of academia, there was a battle to get Mock Trial 
Class approved.  According to Edwards, some thought it was far outside the traditional liberal arts curriculum 

and wouldn’t help students get into school. 
 
“Well, we’ve been getting plenty of students into really good law 
schools for seven years,” said Edwards, who attended the Univer-
sity of Florida for undergraduate and law school. “We’re doing 
something right.” 
 
Forty-one students have already signed up for next summer’s 
Mock Trial Class and Edwards expects to get more than 60 before 
he has to narrow it to 26.  He always leaves open one spot for a 
student from another college who can then take the experiences 

(Continued on page 9) 

Circuit Court Judge Gregg McCaulie decides the 
fate of Batman.  

Mr. Edwards’ Mock Trial Class, summer 2009. 
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back with them.  And Edwards leaves one spot open for a police officer-it’s a 
way for cops to learn about how lawyers are trained in terms of legal strategy.  
 
“For the first hour we always have a guest speaker,” said Edwards, who has 
hosted Judges Peter Fryefield, Bernard Nachman, Brad Stetson and others.  
“They talk about courtroom procedure, mistakes young lawyers make and 
what it’s like to be a judge.  Edwards also brings in lawyers who talk about 
various aspects of trying  
 
a case.  He recruits from the State Attorney’s office and the Public Defenders 
office—he worked for both in the 1970s. Edwards breaks the talks into open-

ing statements, getting documents to trial and objections.  Direct examination of witnesses and cross examina-
tions are also discussed.  His favorite attorney to lecture on closing arguments is Assistant Public Defender 
Alan Chipperfield, who Edwards calls “animated.” 
 
The second hour of Mock Trial Class is traditional classroom instruction taught by Edwards.  He primarily 
uses two texts: “Dynamics of Trial Practice” and James McElhaney’s famous “Trial Notebook.”  Edwards said 
in his initial due diligence, he poured over dozens of potential books and then picked the best ones.  Naturally, 
there are also handouts. 
 
But it’s the third hour of Mock Trial Class that Edwards is most proud of and where his initial inspiration to 
make normally dull legal trials fun.  Hour three is when Edwards and the 26 UNF Students put Batman on 
trial. 
 
“Basically what happened was Bruce Wayne was throwing a cocktail party at his mansion when Alfred comes 
in to tell him the bat signal has gone off,” Edwards explained.  “He’s had a couple of cocktails and he’s sup-
posed to be off-duty, but he’s got a deal with the police commissioner and so he goes to check it out.  The 
problem is the Joker actually stole the signal.  But anyway, he’s driving in the Batmobile and a pedestrian 
walks in front of him, so he runs off the road and hits a tree.” 
 
The Mock Trial students can either prosecute Batman or defend him.  But either way, they have to think up 
good arguments for each side. 
The cop who arrested Batman just saw a guy in a mask who got in a car after having a few drinks,” Edwards 
said.  “one of the questions is whether anybody is above the law or whether, as a special officer of the law, 
Batman is exempt.” 
Edwards’ class has also brought Bugs Bunny to trial for stealing carrots, Salieri for a conspiracy to murder 
Mozart, the Lone Ranger  for a bar fight and the Phantom of the Opera for the rape of Christine. 
 
In addition to the Mock Trial Class, the Pre-Law Program of-
fers three other classes, each of which is endowed by a local 
firm or attorney.  Mock Trial Class is endowed by  Coker, 
Myers, Schickel, Sorenson & Higgenbotham, The Law and 
Social Responsibility class is endowed by Brown Terrell Ho-
gan.  The Ethics class is endowed by former Florida Bar Presi-
dent Rutledge Lyles and Child Advocacy is endowed by Marie 
Keebler. 
 

Batman: guilty or not? 
 
(Continued from page 8) 

Batman on trial: L to R: Patrick 
Bennett, Shontelle Bedell, and 
Padrig McCoid. 

Circuit Court Judge Gregg McCaulie talks 
with Batman (John Barnes),  summer 2009 
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Mock Trial: A Class Full of Character 
A visitor to UNF during the early summer months might be surprised to find an assortment of 

Broadway show and movie characters walking around campus, studying sheets of papers and talking to 
themselves. UNF faculty and students aren’t surprised though; they know UNF’s popular Mock Trial 
class is in session. 

 “We created the mock trial class from scratch,” says Martin Edwards, UNF’s Pre-Law Program Director 
and instructor of the class.  “We decided to create the course, and have a good time in the process. So I 
wrote some skits as learning tools, and they have seemingly taken off and become popular with the stu-
dents.” 
 Edwards believes that learning can be fun, and that pre-law students can learn the fundamentals 
of trial techniques and strategies by practicing on well-known plays, shows, and films. 
Each class begins with instruction from guest speakers, coming from the local judicial and legal commu-
nities. One such speaker, Melissa Williamson-Nelson, formerly an assistant state attorney who prose-
cuted homicide cases, among others, usually lectures from life experience. She explains to the students 
how she puts an opening statement together based upon the facts she has to work with.  UNF students 
then practice delivering opening statements from a Batman crime scenario. “It is a short sketch,” Ed-
wards wrote, “in which the famous caped crime-fighter, believing he is 

off-duty, hosts a cocktail party, but through the course of the evening finds himself arrested and his 
car slammed into a tree.”  

The convoluted story of this fictitious criminal circumstance begins with Batman hosting 
a cocktail party and ends with a legal dilemma that the student must present in a mock courtroom 
setting. During the cocktail party, Batman is informed by his butler, Kespohl (named for an origi-
nal mock trial class member), that the Bat-Signal has been spotted. Kespohl does not realize that 
the Joker has stolen the signal. Consequently, Batman excuses himself, dresses, and drives the Bat-
Mobile toward the signal. On his way, Batman avoids hitting a pedestrian, but unfortunately 
crashes his vehicle into a tree. Seeing Batman’s crash, Officer Ratchford (another former student) 

assumes the worst. Because he is a rookie, the police officer 
doesn’t realize who the caped character is. As Batman staggers 
out of his car, the officer investigates and decides to arrest the 
masked, strange-looking driver for a variety of offenses. 
  That’s the fact pattern students must deal with. They 
have three minutes to deliver opening statements on why Bat-
man should have been arrested and prosecuted, or, on the other 
hand, why Batman is exempt from prosecution under these 
circumstances. 
 When the subject of direct witness examination arises, a new witness is introduced to 
the Batman scenario. Police Commissioner Baldt (named after the Program assistant & current 
Board Member) takes the stand and testifies that after meeting Batman, and determining he 
was “for real” the commissioner introduces the “Batman Exemption Bill,” which passes the 
City Council. Baldt indicates Batmen has special law enforcement authority. He further indi-
cates they have a “special agreement” wherein Batman agrees to answer the Bat-signal 
promptly. On the night in question, the commissioner testifies that he was unaware that the 
special signal had been stolen and unnecessar-
ily displayed in the sky. 
 “Students really involve themselves in 
these mini-trials,” Edwards observes.  When 

the course ends, the students conduct a full trial, 
including opening statements, direct and cross-
examination of witnesses, and the delivery of 
final arguments. The final trial is usually based 
on a fact pattern involving the Lone Ranger and 
Tonto who appear in a saloon after a hard day’s 
ride on the range. “Students in the final trial are 
obtaining the experience of being involved in all 

the dramatic tension of a real-life trial,” Edwards says, “and they prepare for the 
trial in the same manner as veteran trial lawyers do. It is amazing to watch students 
develop and enhance their trials skills in the short span of one undergraduate 

 
 

(Continued on page 26) 

An early mock trial skit 
put the Phantom of the 
Opera on trial for sex-

ual battery. 

Above: Dawn Hudson (left) a 
UNF graduate & County 
Court Judge stands with 

Melissa Williamson-Nelson 
(right) former assistant state 

attorney, who lectures on 
opening statements. 

Jeremey Keshpol (left), the Batman 
butler now practices law in Jack-
sonville. Casey Ratchford (middle), 
the Batman’s arresting officer,  now 
practices law in Jacksonville. Jes-
sica Stebbins (right), a graduate of 
Yale Law School, practices law in 
Los Angeles. 

Peggy Baldt (far left), the Program Assistant is 
the namesake of the police commissioner in Bat-

man. Baldt practices law in Orange Park. 
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 The Mock Trial Class is a course endowed by the law firm of Coker, Myers, Schickel, Sorenson,& 
Higginbotham, P.A.,   The Coker firm’s Senior Partner, Howard Coker, a highly respected trial attorney, 
coached the University of Florida Undergraduate Mock Trial Team.  Mr. Coker stated: “that any individual 
who has had experience as an undergraduate in mock trial competitions...would probably have an edge on 
other students” when being considered for admission to the University of Florida or Florida State’s Law 
School.  With this backing the progression from mock trial class to mock trial competition team took shape. 
 
   Fall 1995 Mr. Edwards advised a small group of students founding the Mock Trial Organization.  The 
Mock Trial Organization is a student organization formed to compete in American Mock Trial Association 
(AMTA)  intercollegiate mock trial competitions.  Mr. Edwards then secured attorneys Charley Lemley and 
Scott Richburg of the Foley & Lardner firm to coach the new team. The team scrambled to find money for the 
case and for competition.  
 

“Outstanding New Team” UNF’s First Mock Trial 
Competition Team in Des Moines, Iowa 1996.  

Left to Right: Charles Lemley, Jason Wollitz,Scott 
Richburg,  Judge, Jorge Gutierrez, Todd baker, Ge-
rald Wollitz, Wedy Hall, Connie Blunk, and Martin 

Edwards. Not pictured: Jeremy Kesphol.  

 
UNF First Competed in AMTA in 1996 

 
 The first year UNF competed in the AMTA competition there was 
trouble finding enough students to have a full team.  Friends and relatives 
were recruited to participate, however no one anticipated the result. 
 In its first year of competition, the University of North Florida’s mock 
trial team placed in the top six teams in the southeast thereby qualifying for 
the national competition.  The UNF team competed against 28 teams from 
colleges and universities throughout the southeast in a regional mock trial 
tournament at Kennesaw State University in Atlanta.  By placing in the top 
six teams, the UNF team qualified to be amount the top 24 collegiate teams 
in the nation which would compete in Des Moines, Iowa March 29-31, 
1996.  
 “This is a great achievement for the team members to perform so well 
in their first year of competition.  It’s highly unusual for a team to place 
among the top teams in the region on the first try,” stated Mr. Edwards. 
 All of the expenses incurred by the first UNF Mock Trial Team were 
paid by private donations from lawyers associated with the American 
Board of Trial Advocates. 

State of Midlands v. Corky Robson  
 
The 1996 Team’s case featured a criminal trial involving Police use of force and community relations.  
The part of arresting officer, Corky Robson, was played by Connie Bluck, a petite woman who wore a 
red suit during trial.  The scene is a semi-rural area on edge of Clarion in Midlands.  The date and time 
were June 15, 1995 at 7:12 p.m. Officer Corky Robson and Officer West spot a red 1985 Buick, known 
to be owned by Domingo Chavez.  It was believed Domingo Chavez was the driver.  The officers 
stopped the car suspecting DUI.  The car was in fact driven by Fernando Chavez, brother to Domino 
Chavez and Cinco Santiago was the passenger. The officers stopped the car.  An altercation took place, 
the facts thereafter conflict.  The officers claim that during their attempt to control and restrain the driver 
and passenger each occupant respectively hit their head on the vehicle and became unconscious.  Officer 
Robson admits to striking Chavez with her ASP Baton.  The hospital found that Chavez had no blood 
alcohol levels.  The officers have good records and the Chavezes are described as real punks-gang mem-
bers, also Chavez was in possession of an illegal .22 caliber pistol.  The case is written so that both sides 
have plenty to work with and each part can be played by either male or female.   
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AMTA COMPETITION 
 

In AMTA competition, teams must follow the rules of court for a fictitious State of Midlands.  They follow 
rules of procedure and have time limits: Opening Statements-4 minutes; Direct examinations of all witnesses-
30 minutes; Cross examination of all witnesses 20; and Closing Argument-8 minutes.  Each side presents 3 
witnesses.  The Plaintiff/Prosecution/State starts with its Opening Statement, the Defense then speaks its 
Opening Statement.  The Plaintiff then calls its first witness and conducts Direct examination of its witness.  
The Defendant then Cross examines Plaintiff’s witness.  This direct and cross procedure of Plaintiff’s wit-
nesses is Plaintiff’s “Case in Chief.” Next the Defendant calls its first witness and conducts a direct examina-
tion of the witness.  After the Defendant’s direct examination Plaintiff cross examines Defendant’s witness. 
This direct/cross examination continues through each of Defendant’s witnesses—except if there is no more 
time.  Time is a huge factor in competition.   Remember there is only 30 minutes for direct examination of all  
witnesses.  There is only 20 minutes for cross examination of all witnesses.  Which means that if one of your 
team members spends 15 minutes conducting a direct examination on one witness, there is only 5 minutes left 
to question the other two witnesses.  The judges have not read the case, they do not know anything about the 
case.  The judges learn the facts of the case by listening to the testimony of the witnesses.  If your team runs of 
out time and your witnesses can’t get the facts in front of the judge-you loose points and the competition.  In 
real life the judge may not know much or anything about your case-the facts are presented through testimony 
of the witnesses-if you can’t get the facts in front of the judge or jury-your client looses.  Mock Trial is a great 
learning experience and does help prepare you for the practice of law. 

This article first appeared in the UNF Journal, Fall 1996 Edition, page 6. 
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Note: Ross Bridger, Christina Adams, Chris Cobb, Jennifer Higginbotham and Brendan Ragor now are practicing attorneys. 

The UNF 1997 Mock Trial Team  
 

The trial: Chris P. Daniel v. Chuggie’s Sports Bar… 
 
On May 10, 1996, Plaintiff Chris Daniel, a student at Midlands State University, was at Chuggie’s Sports Bar 
with some friends, celebrating the end of the school year.  Daniel had consumed some alcohol on that evening 
prior to participating in a game known as “Human Darts.”  The game of  “Human Darts” is played by two 
teams consisting of two individuals.  Participants wear suits made of a Velcro-type material.  Once suited up 
participants jump onto a game board marked on the wall of Chuggie’s.  The wall/game board is also made of a  
 

(Continued on page 14) 

The team does some last minute preparation. 
 

Bottom right photo: 
Front:  

Jenny Higginbotham 
Christina Adams 

Anne Boyette 
Jessica Catherwood 

 
Back:  

Chris Cobb 
Brendan Ragor 
Ross Bridger  
Jason Wollitz 

Marty Edwards 
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Velcro-type material, which is supposed to cause participants to 
stick to the wall where they can earn points for their team. Par-
ticipants jump from a trampoline in order to gain a higher jump 
and score more points. The night of the accident Daniel and 
friends had consumed drafts and wings.  Daniels didn’t know 
how many he had but he knew that he “wasn’t drunk” when he 
decided to become a game piece and hurl himself against the 
wall. Daniel was injured on Chuggie’s premises while playing 
the game.  He sued alleging that “Human Darts” is an unrea-
sonably dangerous and unsafe game.  
 
Chris Cobb, standing in the picture to the left, who now prac-
tices law in the area of construction litigation, portrayed plain-
tiff, Chris P. Daniel.  Cobb like his fictional character was an 
athlete.  Cobb played professional baseball. In the case Daniel, 
was attending Midlands State University on a soccer scholar-
ship and was scheduled to graduate prior to the accident. Daniel 
double majored in political science and business administration. 
Since Daniel could no longer play soccer due to the accident he 
decided that he would go to law school.   
 
 

 
(Continued from page 13) 
 

UNF’s 
 

1997 Mock Trial Competition Team 
At Kennesaw State University 

Teammates Christina Adams, Jenny Higginbothan , 
Ann Boyette, Brendon Rager and Chris Cobb nerv-

ously await their turn to compete at Kennesaw State.  
Below the two teams work on last minute detains be-

fore each team presents the case.  

Bottom left, team members wait for trial to commence. Christina Adams, 
Jessica Catherwood, Brendan Ragor,Ann Boyette, Chris Cobb, Gerald Wol-

litz, Jenny Higginbothan, and Ross Bridger. 
Bottom right, Jessica Catherwood takes some last minute notes while other 

team members nervously await time for competition. 
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UNF 1999 Mock Trial  
Competition Team 

 

In the fall, the Mock Trial Organization held a car wash to raise 
funds needed to order the case from AMTA.  Member Mitzie 
Shon’s parents owned a dry cleaners and allowed the team to 
hold a car wash beside their business.  MTO raised enough 
money to order the case.  MTO then petitioned student govern-
ment for the funds the team would need to go to regional com-
petition at Kennesaw State University, north of Atlanta, GA. 

Team members Casey Ratchford, Jeremy Kespohl, and Jessica 
Stebbins rehearse their lines during dress rehearsal held at the 
old Florida Coastal School of Law facility.  Assistant Peggy 
Baldt’s husband, Rick, watches the proceedings. 

Team members Jessica Stebbins and Jeremy Kespohl go over 
their direct and cross examination questions. 

Team members Casey Ratchford, Mitzie Shon and Peggy Baldt 
pose for the camera at dress rehearsal.   

The Case: 
Griswald v. United Gauges of America, Inc. 

 
On April 15, 19998 Sandy Griswald, a 50 year old married architect was involved in a plane crash resulting in  

(Continued on page 16) 
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1999 UNF Mock Trial Team at National Competition at 
Hamline University, St. Paul, Minnesota. L-R: Coach: Char-
ley Lemley, Joy Robus, Jeremy Kespohl, Mitzie Shon, Jessica 
Stebbins, Peggy Baldt, Casey Ratchford, Faculty Advisor: 
Matt Corrigan, Amanda Veal 

 
death on April 16, 1998.  Sandy, sadly left behind a spouse, Stacey Griswald and three loving sons.  The plane 
which Sandy was in at the time of the crash, allegedly contained a faulty fuel gauge manufactured by the De-
fendant, United Gauges of America, Inc (UGA).  The Plaintiff, the family and Estate of Sandy Griswald, sued 
UGA for wrongful death and for products liability for manufacturing and designing a defective fuel gauge. 

(Continued from page 15) 

This was a wrongful death and products liability case. 

Note: Jeremy Kespohl, Mitzie Shon, Jes-
sica Stebbins, Peggy Baldt, Casey Ratch-
ford and Amanda Veal now are practicing 
attorneys. Joy Robus received her 
Masters in English. 

 
The 1999 team 
received a bid to 
Silver National 
I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e 
Mock Trial Tour-
nament held at 
Hamline Univer-
sity in St. Paul/
Minneapolis, MN.   
 
Casey Ratchford 
returned from the 
Silver competition 
with an All-
American Award 
for Outstanding 
Attorney. 
 
The tournament, 
which consisted of 
over 300 students 
was held March 
26-28, 1999. 
 
Coach for the team 
was Charley Lem-
ley a UNF gradu-
ate who went to 
Georgetown Law. 
 
Dr. Matthew Cor-
rigan was the team 
Academic Advisor 
and accompanied 
the team to the 
Silver Tourna-
ment.   

Attorney Charley Lemley coached UNF’s first competition team, the 1996 team, which received a bid to 
the Gold National Intercollegiate Mock Trial Tournament and  which was named “Outstanding New 
Team.”   Mr. Lemley went on to coach the 1999 team which received a bid to the Silver National Intercol-
legiate tournament , and he coached the 2000 team, which saw Casey Ratchford, Jeremy Kespohl, and 
Jessica Stebbins receive awards for their roles as attorneys in competition.  Mr. Lemley is currently prac-
ticing law in Virginia in the Washington, D.C. area. Each of the team members from the 1999 team, with 
the exception of Joy Robus, has gone on to law school and is now practicing law.  Joy Robus received a 
Masters in English. 
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 2000 Mock Trial Teams 
 

Shown here at AMTA Regional Competition held at Kennesaw State University 

Second Photo: Front row: Kelly Douglass, Jay Poe, Jen Maki;   ↑ 
Back Row: Eric Roberson, Todd Rosenbaum, Lee Gutteridge, and Greg 
Blackwell. 

Second Team: Front Row: Melinda Diaz, Amanda Bellows, Casey 
Ratchford, Joy Robus; Second Row: Martin Edwards, Jeremy Kespohl, 

Jessica Stebbins, Nick Keedy, and Charley Lemley.  → 

The 2000 case: State v. Ellis, was a criminal trial based 
upon an actual criminal case.  The reports and exhibits were 
authentic while some of the details had been fictionalized.   
 The case involved the death of Cony N. Webber, a hu-
man being, who is alleged to have been stabbed or hit with 
a shovel. The last time anyone saw Cony, he and Ruel Ellis 
were partying at Sweetland’s Pavilion, a bar and dance hall 
that had live entertainment, including fights between the 
locals, Cony and Ruel included.  Ruel had been dating 
Cony’s sister but the Webber family had ended the relation-
ship, and Ruel thought Cony told his sister to dump him. 
Cony thought his sister could do a whole lot better than 
Ruel. That evening Cony was paying for the drinks with a 
wad of cash.  When Cony and Ruel staggered out of Sweet-
lands, Cony still had cash in his wallet. A rock hound found  
bones and the remains of Cony Webber in a gravel pile 
while hunting agates. No wallet was found with the body.   
 At regional competition UNF received several awards 
and a bid to the Gold National Tournament in Des Moines, 
IA.  The case was then supplemented with additional mate-
rial, such as: the medical examiner started his career in on-
cological pathology but after making a “couple of errors” it  

(Continued on page 18) 
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was suggested that he move 
on.  He had also been re-
ported the Massachusetts’ 
medical board. This brought 
his testimony into question. 
Also, Sophronia Norton, 
whose house where Cony 
and Ruel were last seen  
went out on a spending spree 
shortly thereafter.  With lots 
of twists and turns the story 
comes alive during competi-
tion as attorneys question 
witnesses.   
Deciding which witness will 
make your case is crucial 
and trying to get the oppos-
ing team’s witness to divulge  
the needed information tests 
your metal.  All in fun with 
surprising results. 

 
State v. Ellis 
 
(Continued from page 17) 

 
Casey Ratchford received the All-
Region Attorney Award.  Jessica 
Stebbins received the All-Region 

Witness Award. 

 
Co-Captains Jeremy Kespohl and 

Casey Ratchford hold awards,  
This was the first year that UNF 
sent two teams to competition at 
Kennesaw State University.  The 

more experienced team received a 
bid to the Gold Division in Des 

Moines Iowa. 
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 UNF 2001 Mock Trial  
Competition Teams 

2001 Case: Gilbertson vs. 
The Everest Experience, 
was loosely based on the 
popular 1997 book “Into 
Thin Air,” is was made into 
a movie by the same name 
in 1998, starring Peter 
York. “Into Thin Air” is a 
personal account of the 
1996 climbing disaster on 
Mt. Everest in which nu-
merous climbers lost their 
lives in the deadliest season 
in Everest history.  The 
mock trial case is a law suit, 
filed by the widow of a 45-
year old attorney, who died 
on Mt. Everest.  The com-
plaint alleged that the de-
fendant corporation, The 
Everest Experience, and its 
owner, Roger Holman, were 
guilty of negligence, which 
caused the death of Mr. 
Gilbertson.  Students stud-
ied the book, checked out 
other literature on Mt. Ever-
est and high  mountain 
climbing, and watched the 
film, in preparing for the 
trial. 

2001 UNF Team Members 
 

Todd Rosenbaum 
Jennifer Stewart 
Elizabeth Ward 
Kelly Douglass 

Jenna Lopes 
Jessica Stebbins 
Karen Stebbins 
Carrie Sitren 
Eric Roberson 
Luis Montiel 

Jen Maki 
Jeremy Kespohl 

Nick Keedy 
Jared Jaskot 
Mark Blatt 

 
Attorney Coach, John Letscher 

Martin Edwards, Director Pre-Law 
Program and Mock Trial Advisor 
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“Attorney” Jenna Lopes characterized P.J. Gilbertson as a determined man who never stopped dreaming about climbing Mount Ev-
erest.  She described how he had entrusted his life to a mountain climbing company that did little to prepare him for the grueling 
29,000-foot climb up the world’s tallest peak.  Medical problems that the 43-yea-old Colorado resident experienced while climbing 
the mountain, including coughing up blood, were ignored by the company’s owner who was leading the expedition. That negligence, 
she argued, culminated when Gilbertson, slowed by his medical problems, became trapped in a devastating snow storm with 70-
mile-per-hour winds.  The storm ultimately claimed his life leaving his wife without a husband and their two children without a fa-
ther. 
“Attorney” Jeremy Kespohl told a different story.  Gilbertson, he argued, assumed the risks of the dangerous adventure when he 
signed a contract outlining the dangers of the climb. A lecture had been provided at the base of the mountain explaining the symp-
toms of high altitude sickness.  Nevertheless, Kespohl claimed that Gilbertson never told anyone associated with the company about 
the medical problems he was experiencing. When it became clear that Gilbertson could not compete the climb, the owner of the 
company personally was escorting him down the mountain when the storm struck.  The owner dug a snow pit to shield the two dur-
ing the frigid night on the mountain. Unfortunately, on because of Gilbertson’s own negligence, he didn’t survive to see the next 
day. 

Jenna Lopes votes an “All-
Regional Attorney” and Karen 
Stebbins voted an “All-regional 

Witness Award.” 

The two teams shown at Gold Division Competition in Des Moines, Iowa 
 

At regional competition the “veteran” team finished 7-1, tied for the best record of the 
tournament.  The “Rookie” team finished 6-2 and finished the tournament in fourth 

place.  Both teams were jointly awarded the “Spirit of American Mock Trial Associa-
tion” award for “civility and fairness” of their presentation. 

 
Jessica Stebbins and Jeremy Kespohl relieve stress with a snow-

ball fight.  It was all in good fun. 

 
Everyone readying their materials at the attorney’s table . Gold 

Division Tournament, Des Moines, IA 



21 UNF Pre-Law Magazine 

 

 2002 UNF Mock Trial Competition Teams 
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2002 Mock Trial Teams 
 

Jennifer Maki 
Kate Shonina 

Melissa Binninger 
Yoilanta Moser 
Kimberly Boyer 
Jamie Ibrahim 

Cho Kim  
Laura Davis 
Michael Kalil 
David Galan 
AJ Doucett 

Luis Montiel 
Caleb Petzoldt 

Michael Brackenridge 
Eric Roberson 

The state of Midlands v. Ashley T. Thornhill 
 

 On the evening of March 15, 2001, Wendell Tucker, partner at Tucker, Roberts, and Payne, was found 
dead in his office at the advertising firm-the victim of a gunshot wound to the head.  An investigation lead to a 
grand jury indictment of Ashley Thornhill for murder and the lesser included offense of manslaughter.   

Team members Kate Shonina, 
Kimberly Boyer, AJ Doucett and 
David Galan prepare for mock 

trial. 

Mock Trial students spend many hours preparing for competition but in the end when the work 
is done—it’s time to relax with friends.   

Kate Shonina holds her “All-Region Witness Award” and Jamie Ibrahim holds the teams’ 
“Spirit of AMTA” award for “civility, fair play, and justice.”  This was the second year that 

UNF received the award. 
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 Mock Trial 
  By Melissa Price 
 
 
 
My senior year at University of North Florida, I received the opportunity to serve as an attorney on one of 
the UNF Mock Trial teams.  Basically, every year the Mock Trial teams are given a case, either civil or 
criminal, to argue at competition against other universities.  The 2002-2003 case was civil, specifically 
wrongful death.  Then there are try-outs and attorneys and witnesses are selected. 
Mock Trial was a great experience for me.  It was a lot of hard work and dedication though too.  Many 

hours every week were devoted to studying case law and working on opening statements and direct examinations.  There were tons 
of objections and court rules that had to be read over and over again.  Attorneys had to work with various witnesses and prepare 
them for cross-examination.  Perhaps most frustrating was that I never knew which witnesses the other team was going to call. 

Being an attorney on the team taught me a great deal.  It taught me about objections, case law, presence in the courtroom, 
and how to think on your toes.   It also taught me a lot about how to work in a team environment.  The weekly meetings and the time 
and effort required to stay on the team took dedication and determination.  There were many times that it would have been very easy 
to quit or give up.   Luckily, we were all able to stick it through.  All the long hours and practicing paid off when one of the teams 
was awarded a bid to nationals.  We reorganized our team and continued our preparation.  Regrettably, for uncontrollable reasons, 
our team lost two very talented attorneys days before our trip to Kentucky for national competition.  Last minute changes were made 
and team members were moved around.  Fortunately, we had two members on the team that were willing and able to learn attorney 
roles hours before our plane landed in Kentucky.  If not for these two people, the team would not have been able to compete at all. 

Going to nationals was a wonderful experience.  I was amazed at how different people could all look at the same case and 
come up with so many different angles and lines of questioning.  It was challenging because one had to constantly keep thinking.  
However, there was a great sense of accomplishment.  We had worked hard for months, spent many late nights, had many arguments 
along the way, but we made it to nationals together.  The 2003 UNF Mock Trial Team placed 9th at National Competition.  One of 
the team’s witnesses, Jenny Santana, received a national award for “Outstanding Witness” and I received the “Outstanding Attor-
ney” award. 

Winning the “Outstanding Attorney” award meant a lot to me.  It was my first year on the Mock Trial team.  I hadn’t even 
been a witness on the team before, much less an attorney.  However, I know I could not have done it alone.  I am thankful for all of 
my team members and the challenges I endured during my one year of mock trial.  The challenges of being a team member only 
made me more determined to succeed, although I could not appreciate the rough road at the time.  More than anything, I would like 
to extend my gratitude to Dr. Martin Edwards for donating all of his time, knowledge and support.  I could not have done it without 
you.  Thank you. 

In character as witnesses are: Eddie Sarnowski, 
“Accident re-constructionist;” “Dr”. Kate Shonina, a 

pathologist; and  Jennifer Santana as the very pregnant 
“accident eye witness.” They are posing with Mr. Ed-

wards prior to entering the courtroom during the AMTA 
National Tournament in Louisville, Kentucky. 

The 2003 mock trial team competing in the AMTA 
National Tournament in Richmond, Kentucky en-

joys some sunshine before entering competition. (L 
to R) Mike Brackenridge, Kate Shonina, Eddie Sar-
nowski, Michelle Price, David Galan, and Jennifer 

Santana. 

UNF 2003  
COMPETITION 

TEAMS 
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Photo on left: Front row: 
Martin Edwards, Melissa 

Price, *, *; Second row: *,*, 
*; Third row: Michael Kalil, 

*, Louis Montiel, *, Kate 
Shonina; Fourth row: *, 

Caleb Petzholdt, Michael Bre-
chenridge, David Galan, AJ 

Doucett. 

Team members *, Caleb Petzholdt, Michael Brackenridge, 
and Louis Montiel do last minute trial preparation for re-

gional competition held in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Teams spend numerous hours learning the case and preparing 
their parts for competition, they also enjoy each other’s input. 

Attorney Coach John Letscher and Pre-Law Director Martin 
Edwards share a moment after working with the teams. 

Team members share experi-
ences after a round of com-

petition.   

 

The 2003 case: Lee and 
Andi Smith v. J.J. Thomp-

son,, was a civil case involv-
ing a hit-and-run accident 
which occurred during the 

community’s Children’s Win-
ter Carnival.  The parents of 

a 7 year-old boy who suf-
fered from epilepsy filed suit 

against J.J. Thompson for 
the death of their son.  J.J. 

Thompson’s vehicle was seen 
speeding away, swerving,  

from the location where the 
child was found lying beside 

the road. 

Shown on the left is the 
Madison County Courthouse, 
Richmond Kentucky in Lou-

isville Kentucky. 
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What makes you a good trial lawyer? 
 

By Adam Rowley 
 
 

As you all navigate through your undergraduate educations towards law school and 
eventually a career in the legal field, you should ask yourself one question. This is the same 
question Mr. Edwards asks his summer mock trial classes, which I had the pleasure of taking 
during the summer of 2009, and this is the same question I want to pose to all of you. What 
makes you a good trial lawyer? Simply put, the only way you can become a good trial law-
yer is by wanting to be one. The UNF Mock Trial Organization’s mission is to empower un-
dergraduate students, who are seeking knowledge and experience relating to a career in law, with a basic, gen-
eral, and practical understanding of courtroom litigation. 

My name is Adam Rowley, and as President of the UNF Mock Trial Organization (MTO), I’d like to 
tell you a little about this year’s case, the great accomplishments of this year’s MTO trial teams, and what we 
still hope to achieve in the remaining months of the spring semester. 

Every year the American Mock Trial Association (AMTA), which is the national body all undergradu-
ate mock trial teams must register with to compete each year, provides an identical case packet to each regis-
tered school. The AMTA also manages the regional and national competitions at the end of each season, which 
all teams compete in to determine the end of the year results. This year’ case is criminal and the defendant is 
charged with the murder of a business partner in order to receive millions of dollars. The facts are many, the 
witnesses contradict each other and are of questionable credibility, and referring back to the question I asked, 
the success of each team depends upon how good they wish to be.    

Thanks to the hard work of the MTO officers and members, there are two competition ready teams rep-
resenting UNF this year. The first is the Silver team, which I myself captain. The second is the Blue team,  
which is captained by Kristen Schanze. Thus far, we’ve attending two invitational competitions in which both 
teams performed extremely well. The first was just before thanksgiving at Kennesaw State University in At-
lanta, and UNF had a team bring home second place out of ten teams. The second was at the University of 
Florida, and although the competing teams weren’t officially ranked at the conclusion of the tournament, both 
the Silver and Blue teams did extremely well in the face of tuff competition. However, paying for competition 
can be a daunting task. 

In efforts to help raise money to cover competition costs, the MTO hosted its first annual fundraiser 
dinner. The dinner included a meal provided by Longhorn Steakhouse and a demonstration of this year’s case 
presented by the Silver and Blue teams. Needless to say, it was the best jury duty any of the audience had ever 
served, and the MTO was lucky enough to have Mr. Edwards act as the judge, and he was a judge who ruled! 
I’m happy to report that we accomplished all three of our goals with the dinner. We were able to raise money 
for the team, strengthen community relations, and to perform the case in front a large audience in preparation 
for the regional tournament.  

The regional tournament is scheduled for February 20-21 at UCF in Orlando. The Silver and Blue 
teams will be squaring off against all the big name schools from around the Southeast United States. It’s the 
culmination of this year’s efforts by all the membership of the MTO, and I hope to report back with news of a 
national bid! If you’re interested in competing on next year’s teams, then I encourage you all to first enroll in 
Mr. Edwards’s summer mock trial class, and second, to email me at adam.rowley@unf.edu with your ques-
tions. Next year, the MTO’s goals include having three competition ready teams, attending three competitions 
prior to the regional, an even more successful fundraiser dinner, and to take at least two teams to the national 
level. What will make all of this possible? The hard work of students like you and me. 
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By Kerry Itami 
 

Choosing a major for college is already hard enough for some students. What about 
a career?  Does it get easier?  We wish the answer were: yes, everything will just work out 
once we complete our degree and find a job.  Unfortunately, the answer for some of us is 
no, especially for careers that require a significant post-bachelor degree investment.  One 
of these careers would be what you and I are considering: Attorney. 

Soon after I received my undergraduate degree, I had a wonderful job that I ex-
celled at and enjoyed.  It could be a career; however, I saw it more as a job.  I was deter-
mined to figure out my future career. I began to look into the field of Law.  I was very con-
scious about choosing, especially since I enjoyed my previous job and was concerned 
about the future investment required to purse a law degree.  I did my research and found out about the UNF 
Pre-Law Program; better yet this program includes internship!  What is a better way to learn about a prospec-
tive career than spending some time to work with the professionals that are already in this field? 

In Spring 2009, I was fortunate enough to participate in an internship arranged by the UNF Pre-Law 
Program and City of Jacksonville Office of General Counsel.  The Office of General Counsel consists of 40 
attorneys who practice in various areas.  During the semester, I worked with more than 10 different attorneys, 
with specialties ranging from employment law to environmental law to litigation.  Not only did I assist on dif-
ferent research projects, but I also observed different judges and cases at the County and Federal courthouse.  
This opportunity provided me a good perspective on this career. 

This internship was above and beyond my expectations.  The Office of General Counsel is a large, di-
verse public law firm.  It provided many different opportunities to learn and experience.  Without this intern-
ship, I would not be able to have this degree of insight and make a wise career decision. 

If you are interested in interning with the City of Jacksonville Office of General Counsel, 
schedule an appointment with Mr. Edwards.  Call the office: (904) 620-1069 or e-mail 

Mr. Edwards at: medwards@unf.edu 

course.” 
 
 Students flock to play the parts.  Each year, over a hundred students sign up to 

take the course, but only thirty-five are allowed to register. Those students who do take 
the mock trial 
course enjoy the 
experience. No 
wonder such an 
assortment of char-
acters are observed 
wandering around 
the campus, in cos-
tumes, talking to 
themselves. 

Mock Trial: A Class Full of Character 
 
(Continued from page 10) 

Left: Circuit Court Judge Gregg McCaulie 
(middle) stands with the accused, the Lone 

Ranger (played by Brady Copeland, left) and 
his sidekick Tonto (played by Steven Henin, 

right). 

Above: Students from the Mock Trial class of 2006 pose in character at the conclusion of the Lone Ranger Trial. 

Kerry Itami interned 
with the City of 
Jacksonville Office 
of General Counsel 
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Brains are not enough!Brains are not enough!  
                                                                                              By: Dustin Keeney 

 
Now that I am out in the real world, done with undergraduate education, and out 

applying for jobs and law school, I see the importance of having a well rounded experi-
ence at the University of North Florida. Not only is it important to do well academically, it 
is imperative to have experience, school activities, and community service to add to your 
resume.     

Law Schools look for well rounded students. High GPAs and LSAT scores matter, 
but that is expected of most prospective law students. It is a combination of brains and service that set the 
modern student above the rest. If two students have the same GPAs and LSAT scores, extracurricular activities 
give you that little extra spark that makes your application stand out. One organization that provides benefit to 
prospective law students is the National Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS). One of the great benefits is 
that it provides its members with discounts for graduate school prep classes through KAPLAN. This organiza-
tion is also academics-based, so it is important to remember that some of the best groups require scholastic ex-
cellence.  

Not only do extracurricular activities help students for law school, but it helps to build your resume. It 
is important to realize that it’s not about filling your resume with arbitrary activities. You should especially 
participate in activities that you genuinely enjoy. The more that you contribute to an organization the more de-
tails you can provide on your resume. This proves that you were an active and valuable member. There are a 
vast amount of clubs and organizations around and beyond campus to become apart of. The Pre-Law Student 
Society (PLSS) is a great on-campus organization for aspiring law scholars. It is a family of students that meet 
to accomplish individual and group goals. Last year the PLSS arranged Debate 08’ in which a Republican and 
Democratic Representative debated the differing issues of the 2008 presidential nominees’ platforms on the 
UNF campus. The PLSS also held study groups to prepare students for the LSAT. Another important organiza-
tion that aids prospective law students is the Mock Trial Team. This organization prepares future attorneys for 
the court room, and even competes in a competition each year to show off their newly developed law skills. 
These are positive organizations that give you experience and help to build your resume. 

Not only do organizations give you networks in which to connect, but even playing intramural sports 
can create connections that will last a lifetime. One personal connection I made through intramurals was ex-
tremely advantageous. This individual happened to work for a law firm in which she was able to get me an in-
ternship. These are the kind of benefits that are made in any type of organization. 

As long as you do not overexert yourself and become spread too thin, being actively involved in school 
organizations help you to build your resume. You will make lifelong connections, broaden horizons, and gain 
experience that will make you a well rounded candidate for anything you pursue.     

The Juris Doctor Degree 
ABA-approved law schools generally require three years of full-time study to earn the Juris Doctor (JD) degree. Most schools with 
part-time programs require four years of part-time study to earn the JD degree. Most law schools share a common approach to train-
ing lawyers. However, they differ in the emphasis they give to certain subjects and teaching methods, such as opportunities for inde-
pendent study, legal internships, participation in clinical programs, and involvement with governmental affairs. 

Law school can be an intense, competitive environment. Students have little time for other interests, especially during the first year 
of law school. The ABA requires that no full-time student hold an outside job for more than 20 hours a week. Most schools encour-
age their students to become totally immersed in reading, discussing, and thinking about the law. 

The First Year in Law School: 

The newness of the first year of law school is exciting for many and anxiety-provoking for almost all. Professors expect you to be 
prepared in class, but in most courses, grades will be determined primarily from examinations administered at the end of the semes-
ter or, at some schools, the end of the year. The professor may give little feedback until the final examination. 
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 Attend UNF Pre-Law Day in the Fall  

 Attend UNF Pre-Law Forum in the Spring 

 Begin studying for the LSAT (study for at least 3-5 
months in advance of test) 

 Register for June LSAT, if ready 

 Request letters of recommendation (LOR) 

 Begin researching law schools, asking about each 
school’s median LSAT score, important application 
dates, and requirements for LORs, and the personal 

The Pre-Law Timeline 

Personal Statement 

 Personal Statements vary according to law school: The University of Florida, for instance, requests students submit an 
“Academic Statement”  in addition to a short “Diversity Statement.” Other schools like students to tell unique personal stories. 
Check with each law school for specific guidelines. 

 Ask for help writing and editing your statement: Ask  the Pre-Law Program Director about Dr. Luyster, a Pre-Law Board      
member with a PhD in English and a JD,  who  helps students brainstorm and edit their statements.  

Letters of Recommendation 

 Ask early: Students often ask too late into the semester for letters of recommendation, long after professors have already 
agreed to write letters for other students. 

 Ensure good letters: Ask professors who have instructed you in multiple classes and ones who know you academically. A        
professor from a class in which you performed poorly would not necessarily be the best writer of your letter regardless of their 
prestige. 

LSAT 

Resume 

 Pick a goal: Find out from law schools their LSAT ranges to help you decide what you goal should be 
 Study Effectively: Create a weekly/daily study plan and stick to it.  
 Stay Calm: Don’t let nerves hurt your performance 

 Get involved: Volunteer, work or join a club and stick to it; law schools know when you’re really interested and when you’re 
just filling a resume 

 Talk to the school: some law schools look favorably on certain extracurricular activities; figure this out early in your academic 
career 

Junior Year 

Summer after Junior Year 

Fall of Senior Year 

 Order official transcripts 

 Make sure LORs are submitted 

 Finalize personal statement 

 Take October LSAT if necessary 

 If possible complete & send applications at the beginning 
of the application cycle or no later than Thanksgiving to 
take advantage of rolling admissions & early decision 

Spring of Senior Year 

 Contact law schools to see if applications are complete 

 Complete and submit financial aid information 

 Evaluate admissions offers 

 Thank your letter writers and inform them of your plans  Take LSAT in June, if ready 

 Check the status of your LORs 

 Begin writing Personal Statement; speak to Pre-Law 
Program Director, M. Edwards, about help with        
Personal Statement 

 Review law school choices once LSAT scores come in 

 If necessary, register for October LSAT 
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The Pre-Law Program maintains a Resource Center for Program 

With a wide array of resource materials including a variety of study aids and advice materials on everything from  
LSAT prep, letters of recommendation to information on the first year of law school ,  

the Pre-Law Program Resource Center is a great way for students to learn about  
law school and to prepare for all aspects of law school admission for free.  

 

Take the time to practice and prepare! 
Email the Pre-Law Program at prelawprogram.unf@gmail.com to borrow study material from the Pro-

gram’s Resource Center.  
It’s free and is a great starting point for your law school preparation needs.  

You can also get in touch with the Pre-Law Student Society to see about upcoming LSAT study groups.  

Some of the commercial LSAT prep courses available * 
 

Name    Contact Information     Cost 
Kaplan LSAT Programs 1-800-KAP-TEST; www.kaptest.com   $1149-$4,499 
TestMasters   1-800-696-5728; www.testmasters.net  $1450.00 
Knewton LSAT Prep  1-888-563-9866; www.knewton.com   $690.00 
Princeton Review  1-800-2review; www.preincetonreview.com  unable to determine 
Power Score   1-800-545-1750; www.powerscore.com  $350-$1195 
Blueprint Test Preparation 1-888-4bp-prep; www.blueprintprep.com  $1099.00 
Ace Test Preparation  1-801-318-3051; www.ace180.com/lsat.php  $795.00 
 
* The Pre-Law Program does not endorse or recommend any commercial LSAT prep course. 

Do I need to take a LSAT Prep Course to do well on the LSAT? 
“Should a student take one of the commercial LSAT preparation courses? “Arizona State University PreLaw answered this 
question: “Approximately 40% of law school applicants have taken a commercial prep course. Students who have taken 
them report that such courses do familiarize you with the format of the test and reduce your test anxiety.  These students 
also report significant improvement in test scores.  If you choose to take one of these courses, take it as near to the time of 
the actual test as possible. Commercial prep courses are not going to harm you.  On the other hand, if you have real disci-
pline, they do not do anything for you that you cannot do for yourself.” 
 
Boston College discusses EIGHT COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE LSAT, the second misconception is “The 
LSAT is biased against test takers who cannot afford expensive coaching courses.” In rebuttal, it is stated that “the differ-
ence in mean LSAT scores between those who did and those who did not take a commercial course is about 1 point on the 
120-180 LSAT score scale.” 
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 MOOT COURT-FROM UNF TO FSU LAW 
 
There is more good news from our Moot Court Team, this time from the Charleston Constitutional Law Moot 
Court competition held February 5-6 in Charleston, South Carolina.  Florida State sent two teams to the com-
petition.  The team of Emily Whelchel and Patrick Bennett, coached by Professor Tara Grove, made the semi-
final round after beating out a team from Duke Law School in the quarterfinals. Emily and Patrick also re-
ceived the award for Best Respondent’s Brief. The team of Ashley Ryon and Brandon White made the quarter-
final round and also received the Professionalism Award for the team that displays the most sportsmanlike 
conduct at the competition.  Ashley and Brandon were coached by Courtney Brewer, Deputy to the Solicitor 
General of Florida. Twenty-six teams from a range of schools, including Duke and NYU, competed in 
Charleston; Florida State was the only school that sent two teams to the quarterfinals.  Needless to say, hearty 
congratulations are in order for the outstanding showing of Emily, Patrick, Ashley, and Brandon, as well as for 
Coaches Grove and Brewer.  Thanks! Don.          
 
Dean and Alumni Centennial Professor 
Florida State University College of Law 
        
  

UNF Pre-law Program graduate, Patrick Bennett, was selected 
as a member of FSU’s Moot Court team last year and attended 
his first competition this February in Charleston, South Caro-
lina.  His team finished in 3rd place out of a field of 26 teams 
and they also won Best Respondent’s Brief.   

Law School: First Year 
By Erika Susanne Wilson, 1L Stetson University College of Law 
  
Walking into your first class in law school can be quite an overwhelming experience.  You walk into class, 
open your book, and you are exposed to a completely different language.  In this world the best answer to any 
question is “that depends.”   The days are long, the work is tough, and the free time is almost nonexistent.  
Bottom line: I wouldn’t trade my law school experience for the world.  Law School does require tons of effort, 
long days, and endless amounts of work but it a rewarding experience.   The mind, you would not think, has 
the capacity to hold the amount of knowledge you gain in your first year, yet alone your first semester, but it 
does.  I have always wanted to go to law school, but until I got here I never realized how fortunate I am.  The 
legal profession is one of great respect and requires the utmost professionalism.  Law school doesn’t simply 
train you to learn how to enforce a contract or what are the 4 elements that are necessary to have a negligence 
claim (duty, breach, causation, and damages).  Law school teaches you how to be a wordsmith, a problem-
solver, and a “people person.”  Stetson University College of Law trains outstanding advocates.  I participated 
in the first year student closing argument competition this year and took 2nd place out of 70 first year students.   
The judges commended me on my tone, presence, and ability to tell a great story.   The pre-law program at 
UNF molded me into the advocate/law school student I am today.  I owe a great deal of thanks to this program, 
the students, and Dr. Martin Edwards.  I am grateful everyday that I get to live my dream of going to law 
school and becoming a lawyer. I am also grateful for the 4 years that I spent in the Pre-law program and all of 
the skills it taught me. Law school is a tough obstacle course, but I was lucky that 4 years prior I discovered 
ways to prepare me for the challenge.  Stetson University College of Law has taken what the Pre-law program 
prepared me for and turned it into sharp analytical thinking skills, amazing speaking ability and to be a great 
“people person” aka attorney.    

Photo: Patrick Bennett with Erika Wilson 
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"What would you do as a Pre"What would you do as a Pre--Law undergrad if Law undergrad if 
you were to do it all again." you were to do it all again."   
  
As for the answer to your question, "I would certainly take the LSAT exam less seriously. I 

know that sounds crazy, but my score increased dramatically when I did just that. I took the 

June LSAT on a whim this summer and scored a 165! I then asked myself why could I not have 

done that last October. Two words say it all: stress management." 

 

Mai Tran 

State Attorney's Office 

University of North Florida 

President, University Scholars Honors Society 

President, Vietnamese Student Association 

 

Mai Tran is a 1L at University of Florida, Levin College of Law 

 
The Pre-Law courses, especially Mock Trial, reinforced my desire to become a lawyer.  Professor 

Edwards provided me with invaluable information that I will use during my law career.  Thanks 

for your help!  

 Padraig McCoid-Attending Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

"The UNF Pre-Law Program had countless events throughout the year.  In at-

tending these events, I realized law school was the right choice for me. I was able 

to talk with law school representatives, law students and lawyers. These re-

sources answered any questions I had about the LSAT, applications or what it 

means to be a law student.   Each event was fun and I learned so much that I 

couldn't pick a favorite one. "  

Mike Buscemi- Attending Franklin Pierce Law Center in Concord, NH. 

Mock trial helped me realize that law is what I wanted to pursue, it also helped me become 

friends with many of the other law students.  

Brian Bercaw-December 2009 UNF graduate  

Through the pre-law program I found people that had the same interest and goals as me , 

which is very important to realizing g your goals. To work as a team to get through the confus-

ing process of getting into law school is priceless.  

Benjamin Young-Public Administration Master's program  
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